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DESCRIPTION   OF    THE 


TOW^NSHIP  OF  RANK 


Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario. 


^HE  Township  of  RANKIN  is  situated  on  banks  of  the  River  St.  Marie  in  the 
District  of  Algoma,  Province  of  Ontario.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
town  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  on  the  east  by  the  Garden  River  Indian  Reserve, 
and  to  the  north  by  a  range  of  mountains  some  five  (5)  miles  back  from  the  River. 
It  contains  ten  (10)  square  miles  (6,400  acres),  and  with  the  exception  of  a  sandy 
ridge  which  crosses  it  from  east  to  west,  along  which  runs  the  line  of  the  C.  P.  R.  R., 
is  all  good  farming  land.  This  ridge,  though  sandy  on  the  surface,  is  underlaid  by 
the  best  quality  of  clay  tor  making  bricks  or  pottery,  which  can  be  manufactured 
close  to  the  track  on  both  sides,  at  a  distance  of  about  two  (2)  miles  from  the  heart 
of  the  town ;  the  best  kind  of  wood,  too,  for  burning  brick,  abounds  on  the  spot. 

Along  the  river  front  the  banks  are  low,  but  dry,  and  the  land  rises  gradually 
till  the  valley  of  Root  River  is  reached,  at  a  distance  of  from  two  to  thre3  miles  from 
the  front.  Along  that  valley  the  land  is  of  superior  quality,  heavily  timbered  with 
elm  and  other  woods,  indicating  rich  soil. 

Good  mill  sites  could  be  established  along  this  river,  which  winds  through  the 
property  for  about  three  miles,  crossing  this  river  and  proceeding  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  range.  The  land  is  level,  and  rises  gradually;  is 
entirely  free  from  stones  and  contains  extensive  ranges  of  pasture  where  hundreds  of 
cattle  could  be  fattened  every  summer,  the  locality  being  well  watered  by  numerous 
running  brooks  of  the  purest  water.  This  part  of  the  township  is  traversed  from 
east  to  west  by  the  Great  Northern  road  from  the  Bruce  mines  to  Goulais  Bay,  Lake 
Superior,  a  road  built  by  the  Government  thirty  years  ago,  and  settled  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  About  a  mile  north  of  this  road,  within  the  township,  are  two  partially 
developed  and  promising  copper  mines,  which,  notwithstanding  the  depressed  state  of 
the  copper  market,  could  even  now  be  worked  with  profit. 

Fronting  on  the  River  St.  Mary,  and  following  the  course  of  the  stream,  the 
property  is  about  three  miles  wide.  The  channel  of  navigation  runs  close  to  the 
shore,  and  the  bottom  is  free  from  rock  and  favorable  for  driving  piles  and  building 
wharves  at  the  least  possible  cost,  while  near  the  eastern    boundary    the   line   of  the 


propeny  is  aoouc  inree  miles  wide.  ine  channel  ot  navigation  runs  cloi^  to  IM 
shore,  and  the  bottom  is  free  from  rock  and  favorable  for  driving  pileM  and  building 
wharves  at  the  least  possible  cost,  «vhile  near  the  eastern  Ijoundary  the  line  of  the 
C.  P.  R.  R.  runs  less  than  half  a  mile  from  the  front.  A  coal  depot  establised 
here  to  supply  the  C.  P.  R.  R.,  the  Grand  Trunk  and  other  railways  going  to  the 
Sault,  for  they  mvst  all  cross  this  property,  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  roads, 
Its  well  as.  to  all  steamers  of  every  class  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  these  waters. 
'  A  town  started  here  cannot  fail  soon  to  become  the  most  important  commercial 
center  of  all  that  region.  There  is  no  place  on  the  Canadian  side,  from  Owen  Sound 
to  Port  Arthur  (a  distance  of  700  miles),  where  the  C.  P.  R.  steamers  can  touch, 
while  here  they  can  find  ample  accommodation  and  convenience  ipor  connecting  with 
the  shippinsr  traffic.       Then,  too,  the  mie<}iialed  convenience  of  tran8yK)rtaion  from  this 


center  of  all  that  region.  There  is  no  place  on  the  Canadian  side,  from  Owen  Soiuu 
to  Port  Arthur  (a  distance  of  700  miles),  where  the  C.  P.  K  >»teamer8  can  touch, 
while  here  they  can  find  ample  accommodation  and  convenience  for  connecting  with 
the  shipping  traffic.  Then,  too,  the  unequaled  convenience  of  transportaion  from  this 
spot,  either  by  rail  or  water,  must  induce  the  growth  of  private  industries,  such  as 
factories,  foundries,  distilleries  and  dry  dock,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  at  least  60,000  oord%  of  what  is  called  pulp  wood  can 
be  got  off  this  property,  all  within  three  miles  of  the  river,  and  fully  half  of  it  within 
one  mile.  This  can  be  loaded  on  vessels  at  a  cost  to  the  owner  not  exceeding  an 
average  of  two  dollars  and  thiHy  cents  ($2.80)  per  cord ;  the  freight  will  never  exceed 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($2.50),  while  at  Detroit,  Toledo,  Cleveland  or  Buffalo,  it 
will  always  bring  at  least  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($6.50)  per  cord.  The  township, 
too,  contains  vast  quantities  of  other  wood  and  timber,  such  as  hard  maple,  birch,  ash, 
elm,  tamarack,  cedai*,  spruce,  hemlock,  pine,  poplai',  etc.,  etc.,  for  all  of  which  there  is 
a  demand  on  the  spot  at  remunerative  prices. 

Then,  too,  the  millions  which  must  be  expended  within  the  next  three  or  four 
years  by  the  Grand  Trunk  and  other  railways  going  to  the  Sault,  as  well  as  in  the 
completion  of  the  Canadian  Canal  now  in  course  of  construction,  and  the  still  lai^r 
sums  which  must  be  expended  on  the  United  States  side  of  the  river,  directly  opposite, 
upon  their  new  canal  and  other  public  works,  cannot  fail  to  contribute  towards  the 
progress  of  that  locality  and  add  largely  to  the  value  of  property  in  that  vicinity. 

March  20,  1890. 
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